
*November 14, 2013 
Where There’s Smoke  

Adam Ladwig and his WDAZ newsies showed up to report on a garage fire on the 
rez.  That would have been the end of it, and maybe it would have been 5 seconds of 
the newsreel that evening if nothing more important had bumped it.  

But things changed drastically.  Adam and his crew were attacked, first by two 
women and then by two men, and they were beaten up, their camera damaged.  The 
BIA agent on the scene assisted--- the attackers.  BIA Officer LaRon Greywater 
demanded that the news crew destroy their video.  

Now, why would they do that? I’ll give you a few facts and you draw your own 
conclusions. Your conclusions will be all that is left to any of this on this because it is 
unlikely that the corrupt BIA will investigate and the FBI, from what I have seen out 
there, where they blame the 13 yr old girl for being raped by the 38-yr old man and 
incarcerate her while he is still walking free, gives me little confidence in any real 
investigation by the FBI on any assault or any crime on SLN.  

Let’s look at what we do know: 

1. Garage on fire in the afternoon. (Wonder what was stored in the garage?) 

2. News Crew attacked 

3. BIA Officer demands the video be erased (because?) 

4. BIA Officer LaRon Greywater is married to (wait for it) Fireman Dennis Greywater.  

5. Garage belonged to (this is where it gets interesting) Rod Cavenaugh, former BIA 
liaison officer for BIA  

6. Rod Cavenaugh recently was fired after 20 yrs of corruption, never having filed a 
report on a single crime committed on the rez, etc..  They threw him a ‘retirement 
party’ to cover the fact that he was fired.  

7. Rod’s sister, Peggy Cavenaugh and several other in their family recently came 
under Federal Investigation (corruption runs in the family). 

We seem to have a lot of ‘Cavenaugh’+BIA+Fire Department+Fire involved in this 
scene, don’t we? I’m assuming there was same damning evidence in that garage 
that needed to be dealt with simply because of who was involved and their history. 
And then of course, having the BIA side with the attackers and demand that the 
video be destroyed. Video is evidence of a crime so the whole scene, from start to 
finish sounds to me like ‘destroy evidence of past and current crimes’.  

Don’t you really want to know what it was that Rod had stored in that garage, maybe 
some files? Bank records? I’m sure the fire will be ruled ‘accidental’, just like the 
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assault on the newsies will be ruled a ‘mistake’.  No one will go to jail on this. They 
never do.  

Oddly enough, WDAZ is owned by the same parent company as the Fargo Forum. 
You remember some of the Forum’s more memorable puff pastry pieces offered up 
by now retired Chuck Haga about how safe and fun the rez is?  

Remember: This happened in the middle of the afternoon.  

Good job idiots. Your little fire would barely have made a blip but now, because you 
attacked a news crew, destroyed property and demanded evidence of that attack be 
destroyed… now, you have a whole lot of attention.  

While I have your attention, can anyone tell me why Eileen Noseep up and quit her 
post at SLN? She was the BIA’s spear point or bottleneck, depending on how much 
you know about BIA and the Noseeps.  She abruptly left. No clue (yet) where she 
went to.  Something must have spooked her. More on her and her colleagues in later 
postings.  Stay tuned. 

Retaliation & The High Cost of Telling The Truth 

Marva Tollefson is still fighting to clear her name and save her foster children.   

False charges were leveled against her, false accusations made against her and a 
960 filed on her that she was never allowed to see, or even know the contents of 
and is not allowed to defend herself.  

It’s been months and months of retaliation which is hurting the foster children she is 
not allowed to regain, but their suffering is breaking her heart.  

Robert O’Keefe, the new Director of Tribal Social Services, is as worthless as all his 
predecessors.  He’s an older man who only gained his degree a month or so before 
he was hired to replace the abusive, lying Paul Hutchinson who initiated the war 
against Marva Tollefson because she dared to try and stop him from reuniting her 
foster children with their rapist father. Hutchinson threatened, harassed and bullied 
her.  

Yes, he saw his job as placing children with the vicious rapist, while he was being 
investigated by the FBI and while 4 years of charges were being investigated, and 
while reports from professionals detailed how dangerous he was.  

The retaliation against her is because she dared to try and protect the children.  The 
BIA retaliated against her. The Tribal Chairman retaliated against her, and now, 
Russ McDonald, the new Tribal Chairman is continuing that retaliation and using the 
incompetent novice, Robert O’Keefe.  

O’Keefe really needs this job. He’ll do whatever the Tribal Chair and the BIA tell him. 
It’s a paycheck, not a calling.  I don’t know what he did for work before this, but 
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clearly he lacks the backbone to do the right and legal thing.  No wonder they hired a 
novice. Easier to control.  

See the attached documents in this link here, and here (web version only) and 
decide for yourself.  

Other Ongoing Retaliation 

The man who reported Cheryl Ironhawk having sex on the job (Ambulance Driver) 
which explained why a 3-7 minute response time often went into 3rd calls and 
handoffs to Devil’s Lake Ambulance, or just extremely late (half hour or more) 
arrivals, is dealing with ongoing retaliations himself.  

He did everything right. He reported her, repeatedly.  He even reported her and her 
co-worker parking the Ft. Totten Ambulance at the Day’s Inn in Devils Lake as the 
new rendezvous location since it was getting too obvious at the ambulance garage.  

He reported her to the woman who hired her: Peggy Cavenaugh. Yes, that Peggy, 
“Piggy” Cavenaugh. (Back to the fire?).  Piggy got fired after Feds were forced to 
investigate overwhelming evidence of her corruption.  

Things have gotten stranger and stranger for him. Two non-enrolled, non-native 
employees at the school where he also worked, one driving the bus, who are very 
tight with Peggy Cavenaugh (among others) have made it their mission in life to 
harass me.  

The one that drives the bus came at him and tried to run him over. When he 
reported it, nothing was done. The victim reported this to George Longie, Sr. (you’ll 
remember him from the Petitions & Election Board fiascos), who promptly fired the 
victim for doing the write up on his (George’s) friend, the bus driver.  Seven years of 
employment vaporized for daring to file a complaint.  

Now they say he drove past the bus while the red lights were flashing. (I don’t know 
if he did or he didn’t. For argument sake, let’s say he did).  It’s a moving violation. 
You’d expect a ticket, right?  

Not if you are a target for retaliation. Tribal Prosecutor, Joe Vetsch is pushing for a 6 
month prison sentence.  Think about that for a minute.  

Corruption so rampant on the rez and throughout the government agencies all the 
way up to the White House (where USAG yesterday gave high praise to Timothy 
Purdon for his work in Indian Country, despite being personally aware that Purdon 
has failed to file a single rape charge or child abuse charge in Spirit Lake Nation 
despite 13 Mandated Reports detailing abuse and predators.  By the way, his 
ignoring of the reports that contained reports of abuse and imminent dangers to twin 
girls under the age of three, directly led to one of those twin girls being murdered in 
that dangerous home, months later.) 



Restless Spirit  
14 November 2013                                                                                Page 4 of 6 
 
 
Corruption is in every single agency that deals with the programs and funding in 
Indian Country, without exception.  Proof of that is getting harder to ignore. It’s 
becoming expected.  

A woman fighting to protect children from a violent rapist is slandered, libeled and 
smeared as false charges, which she is never allowed to see, are lodged against her 
and the children she protected are thrown into substandard care, just for good 
measure.   

A man who reports Cheryl Ironhawk for her having sex on the job, which puts lives in 
danger at the most critical of times, is harassed and retaliated against. Now, the 
Tribal Prosecutor is using his position to come down on him in the most heavy 
handed way possible, while Cheryl Ironhawk not only still keeps her job, as does her 
boyfriend, but she now packs a suitcase to work: Change of clothes, perhaps a few 
sex toys, all the things she’ll need while ignoring the alarms saying someone’s life is 
in greatest need.  

Then we go back to the fire, and the assault, and the BIA officer siding with the 
attackers.  They don’t want anyone looking in at any of their dirty laundry, not even 
when it’s on fire.   

They don’t want anyone from the outside knowing what is going on.  They want 
media to only report the story as they, the corrupt, tell it.  If you write those sweet, 
puff pastry pieces about how safe it is for children, how safe it is and what ‘good 
things’ are happening on the rez, right in the middle of a huge child abuse scandal 
and crisis, you get the permission to ‘report’—just don’t ask questions.  

And when something is on fire, and you dare to report there is both smoke and fire, 
you will be attacked and the Federal Government will help those who attack you.  
Reporters who actually do their job are not safe on the rez.  

This was in the middle of the afternoon, kids. They were clearly identified as ‘press’.  
Freedom of the Press is one of the last bulkheads we have between us knowing 
about corruption and us being kept in the dark about it.  

This was just a fire. But it turns out, it was way more than a fire.  Someone doesn’t 
want you to know what that smell is.  

I will tell you: It’s corruption, and it’s killing the children, and putting people’s lives in 
danger.  Nothing has changed.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake are fighting this corruption and they need us to know 
what they are up against. They need us to speak out and support them. They need 
us to stand up with them.  

We need to stand up with them. It’s billions, hundreds of billions of our tax dollars 
feeding this monster corruption, and we are the only ones who can change that, but 
we have to work together.  
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We have to demand answers of everyone involved in the harassment and smearing 
of Marva Tollefson.  Demand answers as to why all the Mandated Reports have 
been ignored.  Demand answers as to why Thomas Sullivan has been obstructed 
from his entire agency, when it is their stated mission to protect children.  

We have to demand answers as to why, even after more than 2 years, not a single 
child rapist has been arrested in Ft. Totten, and yet the threats from those in 
government agencies towards the victims and the reporters, is more prevalent than 
ever. 

WE have to demand answers and action from those whose salaries we pay with our 
tax dollars.  WE have to demand a full accounting of how our tax dollars are being 
funneled into the pockets of the corrupt and their cronies.  

Hundreds of Billions of Dollars go into Indian Country and is not accounted for, every 
single year.  

You see people living in shacks like Haiti or the Third World in Indian Country. You 
think that is their fault? Or do you get it that they have been robbed and we have 
been robbed along with them? 

I understand that SLN doesn’t want ‘bad press’.  Don’t rape children, cover up the 
crimes, and beat up newsies and you won’t get bad press. It’s not the people of 
Spirit Lake committing these crimes: It’s their leaders.  

The Good People are fighting to get the corruption out of their tribal politics and their 
programs.  But the corruption at the State and Federal levels is overwhelming and it 
can’t be done unless we step up and do our part.   

To do our part, we have to become aware of what is going on. To become aware, 
we have to have reliable reporting in media to carry the stories accurately.  We need 
to hold law enforcement at all levels, accountable both for their bad actions and their 
inactions.  

We have to rise and support those we know are doing the good work and fighting 
the good fight.  

We, collectively, have to demand there be Justice.  Where there is no Justice, 
corruption thrives. Where there is corruption, violence grows.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake and elsewhere in Indian Country don’t need more 
corporate enterprise to come in and exploit what corruption has crippled.  They need 
and have a right to JUSTICE.  

Save your ‘committees’ and your Foundations and Orgs that never mention Justice 
even once in their mission statements.  They are vultures in suits and pearls, come 
to pick the bones of the nations being wasted by corruption.  
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Fix the failed justice in Indian Country and you diminish the levels of fear and violence in 
the whole nation.   

Let the reporters come in. Let them see and let them report.  Only the corrupt don’t want 
media showing you what is happening.  

If we are to begin to heal as a nation from the fear, violence, addiction and corruption, 
we have to realize that we are all in this together.  

The violence comes from injustice. There is no greater injustice than the abuse, rape 
and neglect of children and the smearing, intimidation and attacks on those who try to 
protect them.  

We have to not be afraid to look, not shrink away from what we see, and work together.  

Take a good look at Marva’s struggle. Take a good look at the way Joe Vetsch has 
joined in to retaliate against a man who reported both that the ambulance driver is 
having sex on the job and dared to report when the bus driver, who is friends with that 
woman, tried to run him over.  

Now, look at that fire in Rod Cavenaugh’s garage and ask yourself what was so 
important that the news crew had to be stopped from filming it and why it was that the 
BIA also acted criminally against that crew.  

Now, when the Corporation that owns WDAZ ends up doing nothing about this, ask 
yourself why not?  

I realize that takes us into the future, but from what I have seen from Forum 
Communications, they will be very anxious to bury this and never see it mentioned 
again.  Where’s Haga when they need a sweet pastry to wash this all away, eh? Who 
knows, maybe he’ll come out of retirement. If nothing else, to attack the messenger.  

The corrupt don’t like messengers.  Burning down a garage won’t do it. In fact, burning 
down Aberdeen won’t do it.   

Noseep panicked, cut and run, so something is scaring the lizards. I would not have 
heard about the garage fire had there not been an assault on the newsies.  I would not 
have heard of Noseep, and her family, had not the dried leaves rustled when she 
scampered out from under her rock.  

There’s a lot of fires out there, don’t ignore the smoke.  Children are dying out there, 
don’t ignore the reports of their abuse. Protect the protectors, hold the corrupt 
accountable. Or pretend nothing is burning.    

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


